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RQME {UPI)—For the first time.in-nearly 1,000 years you
may soan be able to walk through the Ruman forums. as
the angiant emperors gid —without dodqmg gars q{ murisl
buses.

A proposal to excavate sections ¢ fiveiimperial forums
*and Jointhem into one archaeoiogica! park is being consi-
dered Jeinily Dy the Home cily adminisialion and tho ta-
flan governmant. 1 passed, the project will raquirs the nar-

“1lal clo-ure of one of Roma's busies: stree s,

MThlg ~roicctiwould alle the public to see. e Who @
Roman [Forum complex as it was before the Midie Ages, 10

ppraciate its.unigue continuity, sald Giulia Garlo Argan,

U\I 72 -ygar-old former maym of Bome and noted an mam— %

ran. A

“The proposed excavation which would add about 3 hecs:

“tares tothe 60 hegtara forum complex, was congsived by
7 auwm;ondam ol a:hcae[og“:al manumunm Adriana I-a

'gnua'
‘tHon e many of Rome's ancient.and fragile monu-
mente border traffic-congested avenues, caualng dam

- ging po!!utmn‘ La Regina said.

joining 1he Roran Fordmwii the imper

oject will allow s 16 changs the presam situa-

. - Experis gagree that pollutaon llp aummoblle exhaust
and residential heating units; along with traftic vibration,
{8 causing pusslb{y Irreparable damage 1o'Rome's ruins.
Argan.says ""the tratfic must be controllad now or we may

“1ose the priceiess heritages we have preserved.”

i La Regina,’Argan and other urban plannars are calling
fori @paﬂlalclosinngndexqaval na!thos-h 8 Via dei
Sort imper

Under 500 meters of the boulevar
1oL nea th extensive garden

arhcagolpdists hope
PE .,_,,Ia malls and 3
i Fforums c
sar, Traje;. "ugustus - 14 New i ithe | ol Pez
The Roman Forum: canstructed ina mavshy valley bet-
wean lulfJo of Rome's sevan hilis, datas from the 3rd gentu-
4

gity, where Romans ga-

thered 1o’ celebrate religious festivals; to walch’ execy-
tlons of political criminala or barterwith local merchants.
neiept Rome grew, 18 emperors
bunlt adjacent squares, filling thamewith statues, porticos,
inscriptions and tempies dedicatad:to yarious 'gods.
*“Part of probabiy the mostextanaive set of historic mo-
numenis is under fivameters aPhighway in the middie of
ﬂc_u:r\@." said:La Regina *\All. we are proposing’is that a

road, filled only by B riverof cars and nnthinq slse, be
verted into an exiension of the unigue MuSALM We alrs:
have." s

The Via dej Fori Imperiali was bult by Mussalipjin1832
as a ceremonial pajade soute! between his office at the
piazza Venezia and ihe nearby colissaum.: Some of ‘the
project's opponents feel excavating the boulevard wculd A
destrov a part of ltalian histony: 22

3 Regina brisiles attn s crtiglsm, s aying “the Street'.,

wes constucted without considerat onof the historic
layout'of the.cly. Missalir bui lt‘whhr it thirking af the:
archaeological frasy L voul g

Other critics charge that closing:off pan of the avenue_
will further.snari’ Rome trattic, Dufing nuny periods, this
main ariery.carmias batwae 2.000 and
in sach-direction: :

4 wedon t wantl blm;k afflhawhnharea - saysLaFle—
gina. “Wa'only feel'it should not'tie a thmughfum wr\ers
people just drive through.™ 4= =

To promote the néw plan, the gity b

flic every Sunday since Febriany
' Yon Sunday, | 8ee more people;-often
{ogical ‘guidesiia the' mlna, ablgto mbv&‘fmaly Wi
worrylng abcu! the'tra said L' Realna.

sed the area to




