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PLATES VI-VIl!

The future of Ancient Rome

DAVID WHITEHOUSE.

I Dracrd Whitehowse, Director of the British School at Rume, here describes the new proposals sug-
pested by Drofossar Adrvana Lo Rogena, dechaeolugic ul Superintendent of Rume, to deal with the
damuage heing done tu the vomuiny of ancient Rume by pollution and neglect. These inciude an
archaruhigioul park in livme, nev musewms, and the urgent pr utection of marble monuments disfipured

by pollutivn.

Every year, on the traditional anniversary of the
founding of Rome, the Mayor reviews the events
of the last twelve months and eutlines his plans for
the future, Last year (the 2,735¢h anniversary), he
began by describing work in progress on conserva-
tion and mise-en-valeur in the ancient city. It was
wholly appropriate, for the future of classical Rome
is a subject which concerns, or should concern, not
only the Romans themselves; but all Italan tax-
fayers (who will foot the bill), towin plasiiers and
conservation groups throughout Europe —not™to
mention all readers of ANTIQUITYThe Jiroposals;
promoted by the Archacological Superintendent of
Rome, Professor Adriano La Regina, include the
creation of an archacological park extending from
the Capitoline to the Appian Way, new muscums
and—-as a matter of extreme urgency--the protec-
tion of marble monuments disfigured by pollution.
‘The plans involve both local and national authori-
ties, and in March 1981 Parliament made available
over a five-year period the staggering sum of
180,000 million lire (£75 m): 168,000 m for Rome
itself, 10,000 m for South Etruria (the area north of
Rome) and 2,000 m for Ostia.

MARHLE

Augustus boasted that, at the beginning of the
Principate, Rome was a city of brick; at the end, a
city of marble. In and after the Middle Ages, the
marble monuments of Augustus and his successors
served as quarries until, today, only a handful
reain. It is a tragic irony that one of the most
conserving generations in history —our own-—-is
tesponsible for the pollution that is causing the
disintegration of the survivors. The list of monu-
ments at risk reads like the contents of a textbook
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on Roman Imperial art: Trajan’s Column, the
Column of Marcus Aurclius; the Arches of Titus,
Septimius Severus and Constantine; the 1!
cum, the Temple of Saturn, and so on (La R
19814, 8).

The problem is simple to describe. Rome has
more than three million inhabitants who, despite
the high cost of fuel, arc inseparable from their
cargs and their central heating. Combustion of
petro] andyoilpproduces, suiplyr dioxige afidsthis,
when gombined with mbistusein the ajr, hecomes
swiphutigeacid. The effcaiofl sulphufic d6id on
marble is to turn it into plaster of Paris. It is
estimated that oo tonnes of sulphur dioxide are
released into the Roman atmosphere annually,
together with Go tonnes of nitric oxide and 3%
tonnes of dust (Cederna, 1982, g2-4).

The result is calamitous. A black, tar-like crust
forms on the surtace of the marble, behind which
the rock turns to powder (PLs. Vi, vi1). Sooner or
later, the crust and the powder fall off and the pro-
cess begins again. If the present rate of decay
continues, most of the sculpture in question may
have disappeared by the year 2,000 (La Re
quoted in The New York Times, 10 March 1980).

There is no doubt that pollution is the cause and
that most of the damage has occurred within living
memory. ‘New' nineteenth-century marble is no
less vulnerable than ‘old’ marble exposed to the
elements for 1,800 years or more, and pre-war
photographs show little of the corrosion we see
today. Moreover, the Ara Pacis and marble sta
ery kept indoors have not been 3 ected.

But what of the monuments in the open?
Regina began pressing for acuon in 1978, but with
litle effect until December 197¢, when the full

adrian-

tu-
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extent of the damage was revealed by inspection
following an earth tremor. One month later, the
Ministry of Cultural and Environmental Property
established a committee of enquiry under the
chairmanship of Professor Cesare Gnudi. In May
1980, the Minister obtained Cabinet approval of a
seven-point master plan for the antiquities of
Rome. Point 1 went into effect immediately, and
the marble monuments were put under wraps,
Scaflolding was erected to provide access for con-
servators who are investigating the process of
decay and, on the Arch of Constantine, already are
experimenting with methods of treatment. The
scaffolding also supports plastic roofs and poly-
thene mesh, which provide protection from the
‘acid rain’ (pL. vinag). The mes ures are essential
and the visitor who looks with di-may at these un-
gainly parcels (which will remain until a means has
been found to prevent further decay) should take
comfort from the knowledge that the battle has
begun to save some of the most important examples
of Roman sculpture. Students, incidentally, are
less dismayed, for the scaffolding affords a virtually
unique opportunity to examine_all the monu-
mental sculpture of ancient Rome, face to face,

MARCUS AURELIUS
Marble is not the only substance attached by
pollution. A few years ago, the four bionze horses
on the fagade of San Marco in Venice were
removed for treatment and now Rome’s traffic has
claimed another famous victim: the bronze
equestrian statue of Marcus Aurclius, for more
than four hundred years the focal point of the
Campidoglio. This, too, was corroding and in
January 1981 horse and rider were removed to the
Central Institute of Restoration for observation
and treatment (PL. vib). Like the horses of San
Marco, Marcus Aurelius is unlikely to return to the
open air and two corollaries of his removal—which,
again, was essential —are the questions: what
should one put in his place and where should one
find him a home?

OTHER MONUMENTS

Time, neglect and the incessant vibration of the
traffic also take their toll and several major monu-
ments require attention (point 2 of the master plan).
The monuments include the Colusseum (built
largely of travertine, which is relatively resistant to
the eflects of pollution) and the Golden House of
Nero, inpensal yesidences on the Palatine, the

Temple of Venus and Rume, the Baths of Caracallar
the Baths of Diocletian and the Basilica of Maxen-
tius, all of which are brick (La Regina, 1g81a:8).
Of particular concern arc the Tabularium and the
Servian Wall, both built of tufo, 2 soft ud:{n:m_ary
rock particularly susceptible to weathering. By
March 1982 La Regina was able to report that \Yor}
Colosseum, while prelimi-

i ress on the
e L jon had begun on the

nary surveys and excavat
Palatine and in the Forum.

MUSEUMS
Points 3 and 6 of the plan concern private collec-
tions and museums, and in particular the Museo
Nazionale Romano. Housed in the Baths of
Diocletian—and consequently often known as the
Museo delle Terme—it is a long-standing bone of
contention (La Regina, 1981b). The museum was
- founded in 1889 and at first received objects not
ome, where suburban expansion was
material at an almost un-
Iso from farther afield. In
iving part of the great
sculpture,

only from R
revealing archaeological
precedented rate, but a
1901, it -acquired the surv :
Ludovisi Collection of classical
assembled in_Rome in the seventeenth €entury.
Subsequently, it becafie @ rgp.usiloEy for firds
simply from Rome and the viginity. If\cv_trlhc!r_s.s,

15. Thebuilding itself isin

the holdings are enormau h
need of repair; indeed, for this reason parts of the

collection have been inaceessible for years.
The problem of congestion will be alleviated by
¢ of the Ludovisi marbles—the

removing all but on o .
idence

Throne—to the Quirinale, the official res
the President of Italy, part of which will become 2
museum. A renaissance palace, say‘suppor.u:rs of
the scheme, will provide an appropriate sctting for
collection assembled by princes, whi 'for
historical reasons should be displayed as a unity.
The plan, however, is not wir.!\oul opponents,
some of whom deplore the invasion o{_ the Presi-
dent’s residence, others the dismantling of the
Museo Nazionale or, as in the case of the art
historian Professor Federico Zeri, the _appfant
return to the court collections of the ancien regime
La Stampa, 23 March 1982). i
¢ Anoxhe{ collsecliun, much discussed in the last

few years, is that of the ‘Torlonia fa.mily: more than

600 pieces of sculpture, asscmbled_m the c:ghlccnl-h

century under the direction of Winckelmann. lt'ns

the finest collection of Roman sculpture still in

private hands. However, despite its importance, the

collection is not readily accessible and there is con-
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cern about s condition. “T'he State, therefore,
propuses 1o purchase the collection en blue and for
this the Palazzo Altemps, near Piazza Navona, has
been mentioned as a likely destination, *

The Vatican apar, the other great repositories of
Roman artin the city are the Cupitoline Muscums,
at the Campidoglio, The Campidoglio also con-
tains the offices of the Mayor, the City Council and
part of the administration of Rome. While the
Mayor and the Council will remain, the master
plan foresees the removal of the bureaucracy to
other premises and the expansion of the inuscums,

Finally, negotiations are in progress o acquire
the Collegio Massimo, a large building .car the
Museo Nazionale Romano, which would hecome
a muscum of the pre-classical archacology of Rome
and the area to the south-cast and south (ancient
Latium): the equivalent of the Villa Giulia, which
contains an incomparable collection of material
from the arca to the north (ancient Etruria). The
wealth of the iron age communities of Latium has
been recognized fur a century or more, thanks to
the discovery of the Barberini, Castellani and
Bernardini tombs® at Palestrina. In the 1970s,
Latium and theprigins®f Rome became the focus

re ¢ 1 i 2™
h fcenfeteries! at [ Casieli i De
I'Osa, LaRusticatuand clsewhere

1976;  Bictti Sestieri, 1976; Ridgway, 1479).
Indeed, our knuwledge of ancient Latium has
increased enormously in the last ten years and the
highly successful exhibition, entitled " Civilia del
Lazio primitive (Romie, 1976), offered a glimpse of
the inpuct we should wxpect trom v well-grianged
museun of Latiom wind early Home

THE FUKA

Pomt 7, the miomt wontioveiaial pooposal ol sll, con-
cerns the heart of the classical aty wnd the road
known as Vie der Fon Impenali. Planned for
Mussolini as a tiumphal boulevard, well suited to
parades, Via dei Fori lmpenali runs from the
Colosscum to Prazza Venezia (Cederna 1980, 167~
94). Tt was constructed at the expense of a rather
ramshackle part of the centro storico. Today, it is
virtually an urban motorway, carrying heavy
traffic between the southern suburbs and the city
centre. To the south-west lies the Roman Forum;
10 the north-east, the Forum of Trajan. The road,
and the green areas between the road and the Fora,
conceal a unique complex of buildings: nune other
than the civie centre of ancient Rome. The centre,

vation
- Osteri
snndemal,

constructed over a period of some 150 years, had
maximum dimensions of 600 x 200 m and occu-
picd g ha. 1t was the largest architectural complex
in Europe before the eighteenth century (F16. 1).
Apart from the Ronian Fourum, where excava-
dons began in 1803 and which is almost entirely
open to the public, the components of the com-
plex are (Coarelli, F. in La Regina ef al. 1981):

1. Furum of Caesar. Begun in 54 ¢, by which time
the Roman Forum had become oo small for the
needs of an expanding population, Dedicated in
40 BC, but not completed until after Cacsar’s death,
Restored by Trajan and Diocletian, A long, narrow
piazza (160 X 75 m), with double porticoes on three
sides. On the north side, the temple of Venus
Genetrix, mythical uncestor of the Gens lulia, the
family of Cuesar, One-third of the Forum wus un-
covered in 1930-2; the rest has never been excavated,
2. Forum of Augustus. Begun in 42 sc and opened in
AD 2. A squarish piazza, measuring 125 X 118m,
dominated by the Temple of Mars Ultor (‘Murs the
Avenger’, sc. of Cuacsar). Adorned with statues of
Augustus in & chariot and of victorious generals, In
times of crisis, the Senate met here to discuss declara-
tions of war., Otherwise, like the other Fx#a, it was
used fur ¢ crial purposes,

F

thabigh lillcr known the
2 n fuet the precibict &f the ‘Temple
of Peace, erected by Vespusian 1n 71-5 to cclebrute
his victory over the Jews and to contain booty from
Jerusalem. Destroyed by fire in 192, it wus rebuilt by
Septimius Severus. Our knowledye of the plan
derives ulmost entirely from the Forma Urbis, the
murble map of Rome mude in the third century; the
temple iself 18 under the road.
4. Forum of Nerva. The
120 ~ 45 i wus begun by Dumitisn and opened by
Nerva i 97, 2

5. Forum of Trajan. The finul, most umbitious
extenwion o the complex, which required the
demulition of purt of the Velia, # ridge of high ground
between the Oppian hill and the Capitoline
(Mussolini demolished the rest). Financed with
booty from the Dacian war, the Forum was begun by
Trujun in 107 and inaugurated in 112, The scule was
immense: the buildings measure 300 X 85 m and
include a basilica as lurge as Sun Paolo fuori le Mura,
A large part of the Forum is exposed already;
architecturally, it is regarded us a masterpiece.

pinzza, Measuring

It is not difficult, therefore, to understand why
considerable pressure has been excrted by archae-
ologists and ancient historians to close the road, so
that all five Fora may be excavated and displayed
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T Proposed
excavalion
The Fora:

Fa Trajan

Fb Caesar
Fc  Augustus
Fd Nerva

s e e

Fig. 1. The Fura, showing the area 1o be excavated
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almost i then entiety. For different reasons, town

plann are annanus 1o see the last of Via dei
Pone Lunponali cand i Fobruary ¥ the Gty
v ol mito the

Counal estabilisha d o conn

cllects ol hming the ol 11
an oncasion for bl Dlast el o ast in the
e e Gonappo dor Hen
ot egretting the proposed destruction of the
road (which they see as an important example of
Fascist planning), reminding the authorities that
the excavation would have nothing to do with the
urgent problem of saving the monuments en-
dangered by pollution, and advising caution (/1
Tempo, 6 Feiwuary 1981, quoting Professor
Pallotting; ibid, 13 February, signed by Professor
Paratore; ibid, 18 February, signed by Professor
Colini). From the other side of the fence, Professor
Carandini described the arguments in favour of the
painstaking—and extremely long—excavation of
the Fora and their mise-en-valeur as the fucal point
of Rome's greatest assct: her cultural heritage
(L' Unita, 4 March 1981).

Exactly a year later, after delays caused by local
elections and the death of the Mayor, the commis-
sion came down in favour of a phased withdrawal
of traffic, closure of the road and total excavation,
rich 1s ot confinedto Via dei Fori

proved o

The proposal, W

ni as ) Cue r Y
yHz):
| |
hase 1. Close Vi della Consolazione and Via de'
Cerchi.
2. Install nstruments to monitor pollution

and discover precisely what 1s happening
in the Romun atmosphere.

3. Ban private vehicles from Vis dei Fori
Inmperiali und begin excavatons in the
green areus at the side of the road.

4 Ban all traffic, remove the road and begin
the total excavation,

‘The scheme is a political hot potato and it is not
impussible that changes will be made. Nevertheless,
phase 1 has begun already and, according to the
press, phase 2- -long overdue—is ‘imminent’. On
20 July 1982, the Mayor, Sr Ugo Vetere, announced
that excavations would begin in 1983 and that Via
dei Fori Imperiali would be demolished, two years
later.

What is phase 1? Via della Consolazione is (or,
rather, was) a minor road at the foot of the
Capitoline, dividing the Roman Forum from the
‘Tabularium. Essentially a modern creation, this
has been removed and the area is now being

‘e e

excavated. At the end of the day, the public will
have access to almost all of the north-west end of
the Forum. Yia de’ Cerchi, too, is divisive, separat-
g the Palatine and the Circus Muximus, It is a
busy roud and its removal will cause far greater
problems than  the suppression of Via della
Conmolazione. Indeed, plans for the traffic are still
beng prepared and work has not yet begun.
Iixcavations are under way, however, in another
area which used to carry traffic: the site of the
Mecta Sudans (demolished in 1936!) between the
Colusscum 2nd the Temple of Venus and Rome.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK

The scheme for Via dei Fori Imperiali, although
huge, is only part of an even larger programme,
which has its roots in the first long-term plan for
Rome, drawn up in 1887. This provided for the
creation of a park extending southwards from the
Campidoglio to the city wall (¥16. 2). The plan,
implemented in 1910, saved the area south of the
Colosseum from the developer. Today, it contains
wealthy villas interspersed with open spaces and
monuments, such as the Baths of Caracalla. The
only miajor intrusions are the headquarters of the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, whigh occupies Mussolini’s African Minastry,

-

1cr'hﬁ' d, Jichggearries  tgaffy
e en d-€ m om |
In L hw ong-term_p 'l:wjrd, th

*park’ 1o include some 2,500 ha outside the wall, on
cither side of the Appian Way. In future, no build-
ing licences will be issued and the Council has
already acquired one important property. Among
the monuments in the park are numerous tombs
(such as that of Cecilia Metella) and the great
complex of palace, circus and mausoleum, built by
Maxentius in 306-12 (Cozza et al., 1980).

EXPLORATION AND COMPULSORY PURCHASE
Points 4 and § of the Minister's plan are con-
cerned  with archacological surveys in  areas
destined for development, and the compulsory
purchase of monuments and sites of outstanding
importance. On the outskirts of Rome, as in many
other parts of ltaly, both suburban and rural, the
need for survey has reached crisis proportions.
Industrial development and new residential sub-
urbs on the one hand, and highly mechanized
agriculture on the other, mean that rescue archae-
ology is assuming ever-increasing proportions. In
the case of Rome, the Archacological Superintend-

..... e meaea AL e LACA AP T F
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ency intends to embark upon the ‘systematic
exploration of suburban arcas for the .. identifica-
tion and protection of sites which should not be
builton..." (La Regina, 19814, 8). The list of sites
destined for compulsory purchase includes the
Crypra Balbi in the city centre, where excavations
are now in progress, and the imposing Villa of the
Quintilii, near the Appian Way.

PROSPECT

The discovery three years ago that the marble
monuments of Rome are - literally--falling 1o
picces Jed 10 a bold re-assessment of the future of
the city's classical patrimony as a whole. "This 1s
entirely proper, for ‘with its monuments, museums
and archacological sites (Rome) has the greatest
concentration of antiquities in existence’ (La
Regina, 1981a, 5). However, conservation and
mise-en-valeur on the scale now proposed involve
not only the national archacological service, but
also the planning departments of the local author-
ity. This is not simply because of the traflic; the
revival of the scheme for a vast archacological park,
extending from the suburbs 1o the centre of Ruome,

sueceed awitheut othe
0 sce it as part ofia wid
wded city a better

C

(sec, for example, Aymonime, C., in La Regina

royal_of
I me 4
ale Ve

et al, 1981, 29-32 and idem, La Repubblica,
28-g March 1982). There is, therefore, a great deal
at stake: hence the vehemence of the debate, which
the proposals have provoked,

From a strictly archacological point of view, the
plan is immensely attractive. One does wonder,
however, how long it will take and where the
personnel will be found. A city like Rome pro-
duces an endless series of chance finds and rescue
operations, which tax the Superintendencies, and
the burden increases cach time work on the
Metropolitana (Rome's Underground) requires the
construction of a new station. Thus, even with
help from the universities and foreign missions
(which, 1 am delighted to say, would be welcarne),
Via dei Fori Imperiali is 2 long term project, which
may well continue until the year 2000, if not later.
But given the uniqueness of the opportunity—it is
the last chance to carry out a large excavation in the
civic centre of ancient Rome, using modern
techniques—the long perspective is probably a
very good thing.
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A STUDY OF THE ISSUE OF CONNECTIONS FOR ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES
IN AN URBAN CONTEXT
Final Presentation, March 15, 1983

The Architecture in Rome Program Professor Astra Zarina
Rome II, 1983 Professor Dennis Ryan
The University of Washington

College of Architecture and Urban Planning

Problem Statement

The Comune di Roma, in cooperation with the Soprintendenza Archeclogica
di Roma, has commenced a new program of physical interventions aimed at pre-
serving and enhancing the archeological patrimony of Rome. The most daring
part of this program is the plan to excavate the Fori Imperiali, with the
intention of making it an important and accessible public space. Architect
Robert Einaudi, representing X Ripartizione, the Assessorato al Centro Storico
and the Soprintendenza Archeologica, has presented an urban plan which sets
a framework for the connection of the Fori to the city during and after the
period of excavation and considers potential utilization for some of the
structures, adjoining, the areas

We'set out to explore more specifically the problem of connections Mr.
Einaudi outlined in his project, concentrating on how the Fori Imperiali
could become an integral part of the structure of the city of Fome thirty
years from today, when the archeologists' work should be completed and the
floor levels of the Fori will be exposed.

In our exploration of the issue of connections we found it neccessary
to expand beyond the limits of the Fori Imperiali, recognizing other elements
of an archeological zone that exists in Rome. We believe the development of

any part of the archeological zone depends upon an understanding of its relation

to the whole. As a result, we have examined a plurality of possibilities for
connecting, physically and spiritually, archeological sites within the city
of Reme to the Tiving fabric of the city. 3

Wnho We Are

We are seven American students of architecture with diverse backgrounds
and interests. Our involvement in this project was preceeded by three months
of study of urban form in Italy. Each of us has studied and reported.on a
rione and a quartiere of Rome. By sharing the results of our studies, we
have enabled each other to gain a greater understanding of the city of Rome.
We have learned to experience the city as a contemporary urban organism
rather than as a collection of venerable monuments. We understand Rome
extends far beyond the ancient walls of the centro storico, that the vast
majority of Rome's citizens do not reside within the historic center



but depend upon the center as a source for entertainment and cultural act-
ivities.

Goals

In studying and exploring the specifics of connecting archeological
sites with a city, we percieved the idea of connection as encompassing more .
than convenient access to a site. Our ideal of connection emerged as the
integration of a site with the contemporary structure of the city. This
requires vitalization of the site, the encouragement of its active use by
the citizens of Rome. It involves the notion of spiritual connection, the
recognition by the residents of the city that these sites generated the form
of their city and can still actively participata-in its 1ife.

The concrete forms and functions of the sites we have explored have been
obliterated, but the fabric of the contemporary city around these sites owes
the nature of its form to the buildings and activities that once existed
there. Reusing these sites, making them serve the needs of the city, provides
opportunities to tie together elements of the city seperated by the barrier
a dormant archeological site can become.

It is our goal to use archeological sites to serve the citizens of Rome,
to reconnect them with their city as we connect the past with its contemporary
context. We seek to ensure these places are unique and recognizable in the
eyes of the world. They should be a symbol and a place to visit for an inter-
national community. While they must represent the patrimony of a city and
a nation on one level, they should evoke the sense of the place of Reme.in
the formation of Western culture on another level.

Objectives

Develop and program uses and activities for archeological sites designed
to bring people into contact with the sites in a plurality of ways suited to
the contemporary needs of the city.

Make the historical and archeological legacy of the archeological sites
comprehensible and instructive. Recognize the complex layering of history
evident on the sites.

Utilize the development of the sites to relate and connect diassociated
elements of the city.

Connect the sites to the structure of the contemporary city. Make them
a part of the fabric of the 1living city.

Connect elements and sites within the archeological zone to each other,
physically and symbolically. Give to the archeological zone a distinct iden-
tity as a sub- structure of the city.



By bringing the sites back into the framework of the contemporary city,
revive the continuity of the sites with the history and growth of the city.
Do not seek to freeze the state of being of a site at any point in time.

Develop the sites in a way that considers a recall of the spatial ex-
pzriences created by buildings that existed on the site in Ruman times.

In developing sites, plan progressively rather than simultaneously.
Allow for a squence of growth continually adjustable to the change any dev-
elopment will have on the structure of the city.

Assumptions

In our study, we excluded specific consideration of how city and national
politics will affect implementation of our project. We have studied the
variety of opinions expressed, publically and privately, on the value of
excavating the Fori Imperiali and the place of archeological sites in the
structure of the city.

We recognize the vitalization of archeological sites and specifically
the excavation of the Fori Imperiali presents an enormous problem in terms
of dealing with Rome's already unmanageable traffic situation. We believe
the problem must and can be dealt with and assume the intervening thirty
years preceeding implmentation of our project would be enough time for
traffic and transit experts to resolve the problem.

The question of funding for the development of archeological sites is
an important one, as is the issue of how to manage the sites effectively.
We assume money w111 be made available for the work to be done and that proper
administration of the archeological zone is neccessary and possible.

robert Maulden Cima Malek-Aslani
Lucy Sloman Stephen Day
Jeffrey Luth Walter Schacht

Kim Watkins
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